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About Queensland State Archives 

Queensland State Archives connects Queenslanders with their past – the histories of their families, 

the local community and the state – by ensuring that the significant records of government are 

available and accessible. We use various tools, including our website and social media platforms, 

to connect Queenslanders with our collection. 

Our archival collection comprises millions of public records dating back to the early Moreton Bay 

penal settlement of 1823. Some records are readily open to the public for access and other records 

require permission to access. 

We also support government integrity, maintaining the corporate memory of government by 

overseeing the making and keeping of Queensland’s public records. 

What is a creative in residence? 

The Creative in Residence (CiR) is a paid opportunity for a creative person in Queensland to use 

the State’s public records as a starting point or feature in a new creative work. The program is 

designed to provide a professional opportunity for a creative outcome that showcases the value 

and potential of using archival records. The successful applicant will be able to access public 

records on-site or remotely online to develop and create a new body of work.    

Creative applicants can be artists, musicians, creative writers, performers, photographers or a 

creative collective - who can demonstrate the value of our records in a unique creative response to 

their local and broader community. Applicants must demonstrate previous experience in their 

profession with a portfolio of work. 

Project background 

Queensland State Archives established an Artist in Residence (AiR) program in 2018 with 

inaugural artist Matt Mawson creating new art works in response to the 1987 Cabinet Minutes 

followed by Dr Jason Nelson in December 2018 – March 2019 who created new digital and 

interactive artworks for exhibition.  This pilot program successfully engaged new audiences, 

inspired access and value of our records by creating innovative experiences. Due to this success   

we have now extended the program to be an inclusive opportunity for all creatives across 

Queensland. We want to continue to reach new audiences and get people to see our records in 

new, different and unexpected ways. 

What is required? 

QSA is asking a creative in residence to produce something for their local community that is 

inspired by a connection to our collection. We have records of letters, files, photos, plans, 

blueprints, maps, films, registers and much, much more – about 67kilometres of inspiration waiting 

to be explored!  

The creation must feature our records or skilfully display the connection between the archival 

inspiration and the creation. The finished product must have a public outcome in your local 

Queensland community. This could be an exhibition, a performance, a major art work, a poem or 

song, a video screening or something else entirely. We’re open to new ideas and challenges.  
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The creative process needs to be documented from initial inspiration to completion, using a journal 

of some description – written diary, video diary or something else! This project documentation will 

be used to provide context to your creation and the relationship with QSA records. 

We may also make an additional agreement with you to use images, text and other formats to 

promote your creation and your documentation beyond 31 December 2019. 

QSA will also assist in promoting the finished work to our local, national and international audience 

via our online channels.  

Selection process and criteria 

A panel of staff from across the organisation at Queensland State Archives will assess applications 

within the following criteria: 

- Proposal concept (20%) 

- Experience and skills (20%) 

- Connection to Queensland State Archives records (20%) 

- Connection to local Queensland community (20%) 

- Connection to regional/remote Queensland (20%) 

Feedback on your application will be available on request. Applications may be kept on file and 

considered for future opportunities. 

Why should I be involved? 

The Queensland State Archives Creative in Residence (CiR) program is an opportunity to explore, 

develop and showcase the state’s historical records whilst connecting to your local community. The 

successful applicant receives staffing support from Queensland State Archives and a budget of up 

to $7,500 (including GST) to assist in delivering the project outcomes.   

This amount is to cover the entire project including:  

• all creative personnel fees (including meetings with QSA staff and any consultation);  

• concept plan development;  

• public outcome in local community;  

• all material costs;  

• fabrication, transport and installation of the work and/or its components (if required); 

• OHS and risk management requirements; and  

• any contingencies or additional overheads incurred by the applicant;  

• GST if applicable. 

Queensland State Archives will be responsible for the management and budget of the following:  

• promotion of the project;  
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• public display at Queensland State Archives Runcorn; 

• project management; and 

• launch of the project. 

Important dates 

Expression of interest (EOI) 

EOIs are due by midnight Monday 6 May 2019 via online submission form.  

Selection of creative and signing of agreement 

We’ll be assessing submissions and signing the agreement with the successful creative by 20 May 

2019. 

Creative in Residence timeframes 

Projects must be completed with the following key dates and milestones: 

- EOIs open – 25 March 2019 

- EOIs close – 6 May 2019 

- Successful applicant notified – mid May 2019 

- Project start and initial 50% invoice – 20 May 2019 

- Project check-in 1 – 24 June 2019 

- Project check-in 2 – 5 August 2019 

- Project completed by – 30 September 2019 

- Project report submission and final 50% invoice – 31 October 2019. 

How do I apply? 

Applicants must submit their proposal using our online submission form with the following 

information ready to submit: 

Proposal 

Details of your proposed creation and how it connects to our collection of records: 

- How does your project connect to Queensland State Archives' records and contribute to 

your creative project? 

- How do you plan to share the story of your journey from inspiration to unveiling your 

creation (e.g. written diary, video diary)? 

- How does the project involve your local community during the development, launch or the 

display of your creation? 

- How and where will you display your creation in your local community? 

https://queenslandstatearchives.wufoo.com/forms/zn3e4t20rb0y1q/
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Project budget 

How do you intend to use the $7,500 budget including any other additional in-kind or funded 

income you may have sourced? Please prepare a budget in Excel or Word to show the income and 

expenditure for the project (to be uploaded in the online submission form). 

Portfolio 

Please use this section to demonstrate your professional experience by providing examples of your 

best creative work including a minimum of 2 of the following formats saved into 1 PDF document: 

- Website screenshots 

-        5-10 digital images  

- 1-2 video file links 

- Samples of creative writing and poetry 

- Event/exhibition catalogues 

- Reviews and event invitations 

Letters of Support 

Your application requires 2 letters of support for your project. This may include support from 

community groups, project stakeholders or venues in support of your creative outcome. 

Program Information Webinar 

We will be hosting an online information session on Wednesday 3 April from 1.30-3pm through a 

webinar with Flying Arts Alliance. This session will provide an overview of the CiR program as well 

as how to access records from Queensland State Archives for your EOI application. There will be 

an opportunity for registered attendees to ask questions live during the session. To register your 

interest in this webinar please click on this link or email to creative@archives.qld.gov.au   

Exploring records for your application 

We have collections of selected, visual records that you can explore through our Flickr account 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/queenslandstatearchives/  

Get in contact with us if you need more help to explore our collection! 

To find out more about public records held in our collection, please go to:  

https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/collection or 

https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/starting 

 

https://flyingartswebtv.clickmeeting.com/817159971/register
mailto:creative@archives.qld.gov.au
https://www.flickr.com/photos/queenslandstatearchives/
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/collection
https://www.qld.gov.au/recreation/arts/heritage/archives/starting
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FAQs 

About the Program 

Do I have to live in Brisbane to apply? 

No – we encourage applications from outside the Brisbane region, so long as they are current 

residents of Queensland for the duration of the project and at application. Our collection can be 

accessed online through ArchivesSearch, Image Queensland and our Flickr account. The 

successful applicant will also receive archival support in finding suitable records. We encourage 

applicants to make a trip to our Runcorn site, and factor this into the project budget, however it is 

not mandatory. 

I don’t live in Brisbane; how can I access the collection?  

If you don’t live in Brisbane, you can access digital content for some of our records online. This 

could be through our ArchivesSearch catalogue or through our social media platforms. Not all 

records in the Queensland State Archives collection have been digitised so not all records are 

available in digital format for remote access.    

Queensland State Archives does offer a copying service for records in our collection that are not 

already available online in digital format. 

How are EOI applications assessed? 

The EOI applications are assessed anonymously by a panel of four staff members from different 

areas across Queensland State Archives. Each application is assessed against five equally 

weighted criteria – Proposal concept (20%), Experience and skills (20%), Connection to 

Queensland State Archives records (20%), Connection to local Queensland community (20%) and 

Connection to regional/remote Queensland (20%). 

Why is there a weighted criterion for regional and remote applications? 

Queensland State Archives recognises the importance and value of providing opportunities to 

regional and remote communities and encourages applications from outside of the Brisbane City 

Council and South East Queensland areas.  

Where are the boundaries for regional and remote Queensland? 

A region is any city or town outside of the Brisbane City Council area. A remote area is 300km or 

more away from the closest regional city. 

Will there be an opportunity to share the public outcome at Queensland State 

Archives in Runcorn? 

No – this project is designed to share the outcome with the local community of the creative 

applicant. However, we will share your work through online platforms. 
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If I am unsuccessful, can I apply again? 

Yes certainly, you’re welcome you to apply again in future rounds of the CiR program. We may 

also keep applications on file for future opportunities. 

If I have previously completed a Creative in Residence program, can I apply 

for any future offerings? 

If you have been a previous artist or creative in residence at Queensland State Archives, you must 

wait a minimum period of 2 years to apply again. 

If I create a work as part of the Creative in Residence program, do I still own 

the work? 

Copyright for all work(s) created for the CiR program will remain with the creator. Queensland 

State Archives may use documentation or images of works for marketing, promotional and 

reporting purposes. 

What types of records are in your collection? 

The Queensland State Archives collection consists of permanent public records created by local 

government agencies and state government agencies. We hold lots of different types of records, 

including: 

• correspondence 

• administration files, including case files and subject files 

• minutes of meetings, including Cabinet minutes 

• school records, including school admissions 

• court records 

• Immigration records 

• maps 

• plans 

• photographs. 

How do I search for records if I’m not sure what I am looking for? 

There are basic and advanced search screens in the ArchivesSearch catalogue. The advanced 

search screen gives you many options to refine the scope of your search. If you aren’t familiar with 

the ArchivesSearch catalogue, you may like to start with the basic search screen and see what you 

can find. 

You can do keyword searches in the basic search screen to look for records based on how they 

are described. Keep in mind that not all records will have an extensive description attached. This is 

where understanding the hierarchy for records will give you more clues about what it is that you 

have found. 

If you get stuck using the catalogue to find records, get in contact for some more pointers. 
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Can I get extra assistance to access records for my project? 

During the development of your EOI, we can offer limited assistance to access records for your 

project. 

If you are the successful applicant for the CiR program, we can offer scheduled assistance to 

locate additional records and provide access to these records for your project. 

Can you give me some definitions for archival terms that I will come across in 

the ArchivesSearch catalogue? 

There are quite a few archival terms that we use to describe our records and our collection. If you 

aren’t familiar with archives, these terms may not mean much to you. Some of the key terms you 

will come across are: 

Record – information of permanent and historic value, often in paper-based form (e.g. a letter, 

photograph, a map), but can also be a CD, a film or a digital file 

Item – a single record or many records, e.g. an item may be a single architectural drawing, a 500-

page leather-bound book, or a bundle of correspondence (letters, telegrams, reports) 

Series – a group of related items created, received, or used in the same activity 

Agency – an organisation that creates records, eg: the Department of Transport and Main Roads.  

Records in the ArchivesSearch catalogue are arranged in a hierarchy – the broadest or highest 

level is Agency, the middle level is Series and the lowest or most specific level is Item. When you 

are searching the catalogue for records, it is a good idea to keep the hierarchy in mind as it will 

help you to navigate search screens and to figure out the results you have returned for your 

search. 

How can I get more information about this program?  

Join Queensland State Archives in a live Q&A webinar session with Flying Arts Alliance on 

Wednesday 3 April from 1.30pm-3pm. To register, please email creative@archives.qld.gov.au  

 

For all other inquiries please email creative@archives.qld.gov.au  

mailto:creative@archives.qld.gov.au
mailto:creative@archives.qld.gov.au

