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 Seeking to improve the status of music education in  
all learning contexts – a major goal of ASME

STOP PRESS CONFERENCE EARLY BIRD 
REGISTRATION CLOSING  

16 July – see page 8
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Chair’s message
Sue Arney

Since the last Bulletin the ASME 
(Vic) Chapter has had much to 
celebrate. Your Council continues to 
work collaboratively and proactively 
to support and advocate for 
music education across the State. 
Membership numbers continue to 
grow and the Chapter is in a sound 
financial position.

Our focus on supporting Early Career Music Teachers has been 
met with great success. Three online workshops have been 
delivered by Council members:
•	 How	I	Wonder: for teachers of Early Years programs 

presented by Jen Skate and Katie-Hull-Brown
•	 Engaging	Students	in	Primary	Music presented by Katie Hull-

Brown, Michael Travers and Ros McMillan
•	 Early	Career	Music	Teachers	of	Years	7	and	8 presented by 

Thomas Williams, Erin Heycox and Ros McMillan

We have been overwhelmed by the large number of 
registrations at each workshop, with pre-service and graduate 
teachers being joined by those with more experience keen for 
a little inspiration. Keeping in mind that many of these teachers 
either completed their final placements during remote learning 
or moved into this setting, we are keen to help build their 
community and to help create support networks where we can.

ASME National is supporting the public consultation phase of 
the ACARA Review of the Australian Curriculum Focus: The Arts. 
In Victoria, we have submitted a response on behalf of ASME 
Victoria and have hosted three online information sessions. 
These have been for Secondary Years 7 – 10; Primary Years F – 
6; and Music Education Organisations, all presented by ACARA’s 
Helen Champion, the Curriculum Specialist for The Arts. 
The workshops have provided an overview of the proposed 
updates and encouragement for individuals to respond to the 
consultation survey. We will also be supporting the Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority’s consultation on 
the VCE Music Study Review Plan in preparation for 2023 
implementation. Again, we will be making a response and 
strongly encourage members to read the proposal and 
complete the consultation questionnaire. See details on page 7 
to links to the information on both reviews.

Our Communications team continues to build our profile 
through sharing information and promoting events. Please 
keep an eye on our website as it continues to develop  
(www.asme.edu.au/vic/) and also follow us on Facebook  
(www.facebook.com/ASMEVictoria).

Let me finish by acknowledging our fabulous ASME Chapter 
Council who continue to explore ways to support music 
education in our State and who remain a joy to work with!

Editorial
Ros McMillan

As this issue of the Bulletin reaches 
you, Victoria is emerging from 
another lock-down due to the 
pandemic that continues to sweep 
the world. And while teachers and 
students have endured the burden 
that comes with on-line learning 
and teaching, for most the mid-year 
school holidays will have never been 
so welcome. 

As Sue, our ASME Chair, notes in her message, our online 
workshops have been highly successful with enthusiastic 
reviews from participants. One advantage of the enforced 
lock-downs has been the easy access to professional learning 
by music teachers across Victoria and beyond through these 
workshops. Another pleasing outcome has been a growth in 
membership and we welcome those who are receiving the 
Bulletin for the first time.

Readers should note the message on the cover of this Bulletin 
that the Early Bird rate for the forthcoming National Conference 
in Hobart has now been extended to 16 July. Plans are well 
in advance for this biennial meeting, this year being held in 
Hobart, literally ‘across the road’ from Constitution Dock, the 
famous destination of the Sydney to Hobart yacht race. A few 
days in Tasmania during Spring, coupled with an invigorating 
meeting of kindred spirits, should ensure an excellent start to 
Term 4 for all who attend. 

This Bulletin contains a tribute to the late Max Cooke, one of 
this country’s leading piano teachers who was also the National 
President of ASME in the 1970s. Also in this edition is an 
article by Anna Joyce, the first of the 2020 Graduate Teacher 
Awardees to be announced, as well as a plea for assistance for 
the Victorian Music Library. This invaluable asset is in urgent 
need of accommodation so that its remarkable resources can 
be accessed by all musicians and music teachers. 

Cover photograph: Chris Riordan 
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The ASME (Vic) Graduate Teacher Awards are 
presented to the highest achieving post-graduate 
music education student enrolled at each of 
Victoria’s universities. The Deakin University 
Award for 2020 was presented to Anna Joyce to 
whom we express our warmest congratulations 
and welcome her thoughts on music education.
I began teaching at Beaconsfield 
Upper Primary School (BUPS) in 
January of this year. 

The school has 342 students and I 
teach Primary Music to all levels, 
from Foundation to Grade 6. It is 
my goal as a music educator to 
capture the inherent heuristic, 
holistic, and transformational 
nature of music and provide 
educational experiences that 
connect to multiple dimensions of social, emotional, spiritual, 
and cognitive learning. With an emphasis on creativity and 
performance, music learning at BUPS is practical, immersive 
and aims to capture student interest and encourage a deep love 
for music.  

I am fortunate to have guitars, keyboards, drum kits, ukuleles 
and a wide range of percussion instruments at my disposal, so 

Graduate Teacher Awards – Deakin University

curricular activities for Grades 3-6 include learning the basics of 
ensemble music performance. I am thrilled and amazed by the 
collaboration between students, the sense of belonging and the 
social and emotional connection achieved through this aspect 
of music education. A focus on experiencing the elements of 
music through singing, movement, rhythm games and practical 
music-making are key learning activities in Foundation to Grade 
Two. The music room at BUPS is often loud, sometimes chaotic, 
but it is always fun! 

As I write this article, we are nine days into Victoria’s second 
snap lock-down this year and I am sitting at a desk in my 
bedroom, juggling the demands of my pre-schooler, two 
primary aged children who are completing their learning online 
and the requirements of my role as music teacher at BUPS. 
What a first year of teaching it has been! However, through 
the ups and downs of this challenging environment I have 
been amazed by the resilience, agility and adaptability of our 
educational community. I am encouraged by the way teachers 
have banded together, shared resources, reached out to check 
on one another and adapted with flexibility. I am reminded of 
the essence that I find so exciting in music itself – connection, 
creativity and innovation. To teach in this context is no small 
accomplishment, but if we hold on to these values and 
fastidiously nurture their development in our students, they will 
be well equipped to face circumstances like these in the future. 

The Victorian Music Library (VML) is currently in storage. It 
is imperative to locate a home for this unique and massive 
collection, so it can be accessed by the community. Its 
finances are better used towards a venue than paying storage!

The Library is registered as a not-for-profit sheet music 
library and does not receive regular or government funding. 
Volunteers staff the VML and preserve and provide for loan 
a collection of over 20,000 items of catalogued sheet music 
and at least 80,000 uncatalogued items. Its collection of sheet 
music is obtained from the community as well as purchases 
and is in high demand by all musicians. Its importance lies in 
enabling every music organisation to supplement and explore 
alternative repertoire. A considerable amount of music held 
by the VML is not readily available elsewhere in Australia. 

The VML requires:
•	 a minimum 500 square metres of floor space – a disused 

church or a converted warehouse could be a consideration 

•	 car parking spaces for borrowers and volunteers – sets of 
scores and parts are often heavy to carry

•	 public transport access – proximity to as many different 
methods is preferable in order to make the vast collection 
available to the broader arts community and musicians

•	 disabled/pram access.

The geographical area currently under investigation could 
stretch outwards from the Melbourne CBD east towards 
Camberwell and then down in an arc towards Sandringham.

ASME (Victoria) is supporting a campaign to find a site 
for the VML as soon as possible. If any member knows of 
a vacant site or a warehouse owner with a disposition for 
music who would be in a position to allocate space for a 
Library, all music educators would shout for joy! The VML 
contact is vicmusiclib@gmail.com

Victorian Music Library – urgently looking for a home

mailto:vicmusiclib@gmail.com
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Max Cooke, a well-known Melbourne musician, teacher and 
academic and one-time ASME National President, died in April 
this year. 

For many decades the Melbourne music scene was the 
centre of Max’s life. He was a piano student of Roy Shepherd 
at Melbourne University’s Faculty of Music, before travelling 
to France in the late 1940s where he studied at the Ecole 
Normale de Musique in Paris under Alfred Cortot and Blanche 
Bascourret de Gueraldi. 

Max was appointed as a piano teacher at the ‘Con’ in the 
1950s, later becoming a Senior Lecturer then Principal Fellow 
(the latter carrying the honorary title of Associate Professor). 
Appointed as Dean of the Faculty from 1975 to 1980, his 
association with the University of Melbourne lasted 67 years.

In 1978, in collaboration with Associate Dean Dr Percy Jones, 
he oversaw the introduction of Australia’s first Music Therapy 
course led by Denise Grocke. This was a landmark event in the 
establishment of Music Therapy as a full course of study in this 
country. 

It was also at this time that Max helped defend the University’s 
Melba Hall, which was marked for demolition. As students, 
many Victorians will remember sitting in the back of the 
then bleak and unfriendly hall, waiting to be called for AMEB 
examinations. With two major refurbishments since then, 
Melba Hall has become one of Melbourne’s finest and most 
attractive venues for chamber music performance and is now 
a protected building under the National Trust for its historical, 
social and architectural significance.

Max Cooke had a long association with ASME, being a 
foundation member in 1967 when the Society was first 
formed. He was a member of the first Victorian Chapter 
Council (1967-1968) and the National President from1975 to 
1978. He wrote prolifically on a wide variety of topics which 
were published in both AJME (Australian Journal of Music 
Education) and VJME, the Victorian journal. These began 
with the first issue of AJME in 1967 on The Private Music 
Teacher with later topics including The Role of Examinations 
in Practical Music (1974-1976), the The Role of Music Therapy in 
the Australian Community with Denise Grocke in 1981, Music 
Without Stress in 1991 and Australian National Academy of 
Music: Glossy Brochure, but What Else? (1996).

Another article appeared in 1996 in a collection of essays 
titled Aflame with Music: 100 Years of Music at the University of 

Tribute – Max Cooke
1924-2021

Melbourne1. This was published in conjunction with the  
centenary of the Conservatorium and the Faculty of Music 
in 1995, with Max’s essay titled Is There a Rational Approach 
to Music Education and Training in Australia, and Particularly 
in Victoria? Never one to hold back in his views regarding all-
things music, the first sentence reads: “Having had a life-long 
association with the University of Melbourne’s Music Faculty...I 
have come to realise what the University has destroyed in 
relation to Music during that time”. This dramatic sentence 
is followed by an essay that considers seven “challenges” 
ranging from funding, through “the recognition and training 
of talented and motivated juniors” to “the appointment of a 
leader with the vision and direction needed to draw together 
the disparate features of music education”. 

The major thrust of the article was Max’s belief that high 
quality musical performance could not always be guaranteed 
in a university setting. To support this view he quoted 
from a 1984 University of Toronto report that noted that a 
conservatorium occupied a position in relation to a university 
that was “unique and awkward, both academically and 
financially”. Max followed this by questioning whether a 
university was prepared “to face up to such problems”. The 
article ended with a plea for musicians “to stand together, 
to be convincing in their promotion of music and music 
education. Too often they fight against one another”, he wrote, 

1  Aflame with Music: 100 Years of Music at the University of Melbourne, 
(1996), Centre for Studies in Australian Music.
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P R E P S
Program for Recycled Educational Pianos in Schools

PREPS is a Program for Recycled Educational Pianos in Schools, a joint initiative of Hendry 
Pianos and Pianos Recycled.  
Following a successful trial at Dandenong West Primary School, schools are now invited to 
apply for a working piano to liven up students' lunchtimes.  The pianos selected are fit for 
purpose: to withstand the outdoor (undercover) playground environment.
ASME Victorian Council member Michael Travers, the music teacher at St Matthew's 
Primary School, Fawkner North, recently took possession of one of these and says that it 
has been a great success. The students can 
play the piano during recess and the lunch 
hour and, according to Michael, one of the 
best things about owning one is that for 
many students it is the first time they have 
ever played a real piano!  While the pianos 
are free, the cost of delivery and tuning 
was about $400, which the school believes 
has been a fantastic investment.  
Email contact is:
pianosrecycled@gmail.com

“leaving no clear directions for the future. Self-interested 
groups working in isolation will never produce the best 
results.”

The need to bring together Australia’s various music education 
organisations was one of Max’s concerns, expressed in 1978 
in an article he wrote reflecting on his time as ASME National 
President. In it we read: “It was always difficult to draw a line 
between personal opinions and the views of the Society, but 
I attempted to express what I thought to be a ‘collective’ view. 
There was always one thing which I continually saw as most 
important for the future of music education. This was the need 
to bring together the several groups within music education, 
most particularly to draw together the classroom and the 
instrumental (mainly private) music teachers.” Today, this 
matter is still an area of concern although, pleasingly, within 
the last 12 months there has been collaboration between 
ASME (Victoria) and the VMTA in regard to some important 
administrative decisions. 

Max held many leading roles in music education including 
Chair of ISME’s Commission on the Education of the 
Professional Musician (1988-1992), Founder of the Team of 
Pianists and co-designer and co-founder of the Australian 

P R E P S 

Program for Recycled Educational Pianos in 
Schools 

PREPS is a Program for Recycled Educational Pianos in Schools, a joint initiative of Hendry 
Pianos and Pianos Recycled.   

Following a successful trial at Dandenong West Primary School, schools are now invited to 
apply for a working piano to liven up students' lunchtimes.  The pianos selected are fit for 
purpose: to withstand the outdoor (undercover) playground environment. 

ASME Victorian Council member Michael Travers, the music teacher at St Matthew's 
Primary School, Fawkner North, recently took possession of one of these and says that it has 
been a great success. The students can play the piano during recess and the lunch hour and, 
according to Michael, one of the best things about owning one is that for many students it is 
the first time they have ever played a real piano!  While the pianos are free, the cost of 
delivery and tuning was approximately $400, which the school believes has been an excellent 
investment.   

Email contact is pianosrecycled@gmail.com. 

 
 
Students decorate one of the free pianos. 

National Piano Award. As President of the VMTA (1962-1965) 
he made major contributions, founding its journal Music 
and the Teacher and reintroducing week-long Summer 
Schools. In 1998 he received the OAM for services to music 
and to education, particularly in piano pedagogy and the 
training of students. Max was also the recipient of the 
Bundesverdienstkreuz (Federal Service Cross, first class) from 
the Federal Republic of Germany, awarded to him for his 
contribution to German culture in Australia. 

Max was a demanding teacher and rather formidable person 
in the eyes of an undergraduate student. My piano lesson was 
at 9am Monday so Sunday afternoons were spent frantically 
practising in preparation for this. After I graduated, however, 
I found Max much less forbidding and got to know him and 
his wife, Brenda, very well. Brenda, who died 25 years ago, was 
great fun and for Max to live another quarter century without 
her would have been very hard for him.

Vale Max!

Ros McMillan

I	am	grateful	to	Darryl	Coote,	Elizabeth	Mitchell	and	David	
Forrest	for	providing	detail	for	this	tribute.
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Building relations with professional organisations forms 
an important part of preparing initial teacher education 
(ITE) students as they develop their teacher identity. 
Tertiary educators play an important role in supporting the 
development of “knowledge, skills and personal capacities of 
an early career teacher’s professional identity“ (AITSL, 2021a, 
p.11). Therefore, it is essential for teacher-educator providers 
to work with professional organisations to provide practical, 
interactive and informative professional learning that supports 
teachers to fully engage in the profession. Professional 
organisations are well placed to offer ITE students, in-service 
teachers and tertiary educators the opportunity to engage in 
workshops, seminars and conferences that may enhance their 
professional learning (Hord, 2004). 

The Victorian Chapter of ASME offers professional learning 
as an effective way for pre-service and in-service teachers to 
meet the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers in 
relation to professional knowledge, practice and engagement 
(AITSL, 2021b). On 26 April this year, Ros McMillan 
presented an engaging one-hour workshop that focused on 
‘Approaching a teaching career’. She shared her experience 
and expertise on practitioner knowledge about the teaching 
profession. The workshop covered the following aspects:
•	 What type of teacher will you be?
•	 Developing a philosophy of teaching 
•	 Planning a syllabus
•	 Tips from an ‘old’ teacher 

The workshop was provided through Zoom, a format that 
has increasingly become one of many platforms used since 
the COVID-19 pandemic unfolded (Stefanile, 2020). Deakin 
students from the Bachelor of Education (Primary) and Master 
of Teaching programs participated and, in a post-workshop 
survey, they noted that the presentation “provided interesting 
insight and detailed examples of approaches to teaching 
primary music”. One student wrote: “It was fantastic. Online 
professional learning is easily accessible for me and I am far 
more likely to be able to attend a Zoom session”. In the main 

students “gained valuable information and understanding 
relevant to my [their] future teaching”. Another wrote: 
“Networking with professional organisations is incredibly 
useful to our development as teachers” while another student 
noted: “From the PD I have learnt new and creative ways to use 
music and...the benefits it has on students learning”.

Tertiary music educators are therefore encouraged to provide 
ITE students with collaborative opportunities that are led 
by experts from professional organisations to learn more 
about the profession and improve their pedagogical content 
knowledge as they become music educators (Stanley, Snell, 
& Edgar, 2014). In this way they “can deepen knowledge 
of subject matter and curriculum, refine their instructional 
repertoire, hone their inquiry skills, and become critical 
colleagues” (Feiman-Nemser, 2001, p 1042). With limited 
time and resources available within ITE programs for music, 
students are encouraged to undertake ongoing professional 
learning as an effective way to share practice and become 
part of a wider community of practice as they develop their 
teacher music identity (Wenger, 1998). 
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My Research

This research report in this issue of the Bulletin is written 
by Dawn Joseph, Head of Music Education at Deakin 

University.

The importance of being honest: Preparing initial 
teacher education students for the music profession
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CHAIR: Sue Arney
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR: Fiona King
DEPUTY CHAIR: Lucy Lennox
SECRETARY & BULLETIN EDITOR: Ros McMillan
TREASURER: Dimitri Iaonnou
PUBLICATIONS EDITOR: David Forrest

COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Susie Davies-Splitter
Leon de Bruin
Erin Heycox
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Neryl Jeanneret
Heather Morcom

Greg Oates
Pip Robinson
Jen Skate
Michael Travers
Thomas Williams
Emily Wilson

Curriculum reviews
ASME (Vic) encourages members to become familiar with 
proposed changes to both the Australian Curriculum: The 
Arts and the VCE Music Study Designs, and to respond to the 
public consultation phases that are currently underway.

Both curriculum reviews will result in changes to the planning, 
delivery, assessment and reporting of our music subjects and 
the experience of our students, so your responses are critical 
at this time.

ACARA Review of the Australian Curriculum 2020-2021

Focus: The Arts

Information about the Review of the Australian Curriculum 
F-10, the Consultation curriculum and links to the consultation 
survey are available at: 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/consultation/ 

The window for public consultation on proposed changes to 
the Australian Curriculum is open from 29 April to 8 July 2021.

VCAA VCE Music Study Review 2020-2021, for 
implementation 2023

The Study Review Plan for the VCE Music Performances 
subjects is now available for review and open for consultation.

The Plan provides key information on the review of VCE Music 
Performance being conducted in 2020/21. VCE study designs 
currently under review in 2020/21 will now be delivered by 
schools in 2023 (rather than 2022.

VCAA is seeking feedback on the consultation draft of the 
proposed VCE Music Study Design from teachers, students 
and other key stakeholders.

Information about the Study Review Plan for the curriculum 
and links to the consultation survey are available here:

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-
designs/music-performance/Pages/unit3-4.aspx

In particular, read the following key documents:
•	 Draft of the proposed study design
•	 Summary of proposed changes to the study design

To provide feedback, complete the consultation questionnaire 
by Tuesday 3 August 2021.

Suzuki teacher training
To become a Suzuki teacher, applicants must undergo 
specialised training. Once accredited, teachers are expected 
to participate annually in professional development 
workshops to ensure their professional growth and 
maintain their teacher status. As well as its own Professional 
Development sessions, Suzuki Music recognises ASME 
as an approved organisation for providing Professional 
Development in the form of workshops and conferences.

All ASME workshops are advertised through Eventbrite.  
Suzuki teachers or teachers-in-training wishing to attend a 
workshop will find details as to how their participation can 
be certified when registering. 

ASME publications
There are more than 2000 ASME publications searchable on 
the INFORMIT database (https://search.informit.org/). These 
publications include journal articles, refereed conference 
papers and reviews published by ASME over more than 50 
years.

ASME also has contracts for the supply of content with EBSCO 
Publishing Inc., USA; Gale Publishing, USA; and the Copyright 
Agency Limited (CAL) including the Australian Education 
Index and A+ Education, ERIC (http://eric.ed.gov). We have 
recently entered into a contract with Répertoire International 
de Littérature Musicale (RILM).

ASME receives royalties on all accessed publications as well as 
direct returns on registered copies of our publications. 

If there are any questions please contact David Forrest, ASME 
Publications Editor, on publications@asme.edu.au

An article not to be missed! 
Improving teacher confidence – evaluation of a pilot music 
professional development program for primary teachers 

Authors:  Benjamin Thorn and Inga Brasche

Source:  Australian Journal of Music Education, September 2020

https://search.informit.org/doi/10.3316/informit.382292689930941

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music-performance/Pages/unit3-4.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/music-performance/Pages/unit3-4.aspx
https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vce/music/2021MusicConsultationDraft.docx
https://vcaa.au1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_064P7HV1LGhVf26
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AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY FOR MUSIC EDUCATION                                                                      
XXIII NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

 

HOTEL GRAND CHANCELLOR HOBART  
29 SEPTEMBER - 1 OCTOBER 2021 

 

 EARLYBIRD REGISTRATION EXTENDED TO 16 JULY 2021  
DON’T MISS OUT ON THE SPECIAL RATE! 

For more information please contact All Occasions Group  
P: 08 8125 2200 E: conference@aomevents.com 

CONFERENCE ACCOMMODATION 
Hotel Grand Chancellor 

 

Ibis Styles 
 

Earlybird Member $600 Standard Member $700 

Earlybird Non-Member $725 Standard Non-Member $825 

Earlybird Student / Concession Member $450   Standard Student / Concession Member $450 

Earlybird Student / Concession Non Member $525 Standard Student / Concession Non Member $525 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER NOW CLICk HERE TO REGISTER NOw

https://aomevents.eventsair.com/australian-society-for-music-education-national-conference-2021-asme/holding-page/Site/Register

