
The Mental Health Innovation Fund is a key commitment of the NSW 
Government that aims to encourage collaboration to deliver person-
centred care, particularly at local levels.

The Innovation Fund provides start-up funding for 
mental health reform applications on a competitive 
basis. 

The Innovation Fund Round 2 will provide funding for 
innovative local initiatives that aim to improve mental 
health service delivery and outcomes in NSW. 

The objectives of the Innovation Fund are to:

•  support organisations to provide service delivery 
reforms in ‘target areas’

•  support people who as a result of their mental illness, 
require services and support from multiple agencies 
and other organisations.

A funding pool of up to $1.5 million 
is available for the Innovation Fund 
Round 2.

What is innovation?
Innovation is about: 
•  transformation where the outcome is ground breaking

•  doing something new and sustainable

• significantly raising the current benchmark

•  new forms of collaboration, for example: connecting 
new organisations/agencies processes, technologies, 
offerings

•  utilisation of new technologies and system enablers

• creating change at the system level

•  applying new approaches to local implementation

•  improving the target population’s experience at all 
points of interaction, for example: access, service use, 
provision of information.

Innovation is not intended to fund:
•  activities considered to be ‘business as usual activities’ 

• incremental improvement activities

• an extension of existing programs

• infrastructure costs (capital costs)

•  positions already funded as part of current workforce 
establishment.

Target areas 
•  Mental health and intellectual disability/cognitive 

impairment

• Aboriginal mental health 

• Mental health and youth homelessness

• Adult education

• Child and youth mental health 

Who can apply?
Innovation Fund applicants are required to demonstrate 
collaboration between at least two Government 
agencies including health (including local health 
districts/specialty networks), education, human 
services and criminal justice services. 

Applications can be led by any organisation as 
nominated by the relevant Innovation Fund applicants.

Partnerships are encouraged across the following:
– non-government organisations
– government (local, State, Commonwealth)
– Primary Health Networks 
– private health insurers 
– aged care providers 
– local businesses
– academic and educational institutions
– consumer, carer, family groups.
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Date:  Monday 27 March 2017

Location:   The Kirribilli Club, 11 Harbourview 
Cres, Lavender Bay. 

Time: 9.00am – 11.30am (9.30am start)

RSVP:  Monday 20 March 2017
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